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DNA Identification Numbers Transfer


The American Kennel Club Board of Directors has agreed to allow the transfer of DNA identification numbers to be transferred to the OFA/CHIC repository. This means that if you send samples to the CHIC repository for future research, once you have had a DNA identification number assigned to your dog by having the cheek swab done and sent to AKC, that number will be available on the OFA/CHIC data base for use by research scientists to verify the samples you have sent. 


This will become more and more important for scientific research as genetic causes of diseases are discovered. If you do not have your dog registered in the AKC DNA Parentage Identification program, please do so. 


The ISCA Health Committee and the Foundation will once again be holding our blood draw for the CHIC repository and for PRA/CLAD at the National Specialty on Thursday, June 18th in the afternoon. Details will be in the April Memo.
HOD


We have been working with Dr. Keith Murphy, first at Texas A & M and more recently at Clemson University, where he has established his own genetics laboratory. He has expressed interest in our HOD study and is working with OFA to access the samples we have stored in the CHIC Repository. (See above) Some of the samples have already been sent to NIH and others will be studied at his lab at Clemson. Dr. Murphy is now putting in a grant proposal to Morris Animal Foundation for our study and in a few months will also apply to AKC Canine Health Foundation for a similar grant. 

If you have a dog, the parents of a dog or its siblings who have experienced HOD please, please join our study by sending blood samples to the OFA/CHIC repository. There is a link on the ISCA website which will direct you to the application process. OR you can access the OFA CHIC repository directly by going on the OFA website: www.offa.org. You do not have to pay a fee to put your samples into the repository. On the form there is a line designating bone diseases. Just fill in HOD and your samples will be accepted without charge.

Reminders for New Owners


Actually, this is for breeders who are selling puppies to new owners. ISCA has produced excellent information for puppy buyers. Our Health Information Booklet is invaluable. Available through Fran Sloughfy, Secretary of ISCA. Our How to Survive a Disaster Booklet is also an important primer on surviving with your dogs. Available through Fran or Connie Vanacore. New members receive this booklet in their membership packets. There is information on the ISCA website on the symptoms and treatment of HOD which you can download and put into your packets. And don’t forget to include our Principles of Integrity, which every new dog owner should receive.

Greetings for 2009


The Health Committee wishes everyone good fortune, good health for our dogs and their owners during this year. We thank those who support the work of the Health Committee, and to the ISCA Foundation for funding the projects which we undertake.  


Maybe this will be the year in which cancer treatments will provide longer lives of good quality for Irish Setters susceptible to bone cancers; that we will find the genes causing epilepsy in our breed; that a genetic basis for HOD will be revealed. It’s all possible with the participation of those who love our breed and join in our studies.
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