HEALTH COMMITTEE REPORT, FEBRUARY 2008 MEMO

By Connie Vanacore, Chairperson

Clinics


We will have our annual health clinics at the National Specialty showgrounds on the afternoon of Thursday, April 10, 2008 near Phoenix, Arizona.  We will have blood draws for PRA/CLAD and for the OFA/CHIC repository. We will also have a cheek swab collection for AKC Parentage identification. Online registration with Optigen will gain you an additional 5% discount. Prices are $96.00 for PRA alone, $108.00 for CLAD alone or $160.00 for both PRA/CLAD. The application is on the Optigen website: www.optigen.com. There are no off-site clinics offered by Optigen any longer. The code for Optigen online registration is ISCA84X. It will be available from March 27 through April 10th. You will need this for your discount, which is only available if you attend the clinic at the National!
CERF address



The CERF registry has a new name and address: They are now called the Canine DNA Registry and they are located as part of the University of Illinois. The contact information is: Debbie Folkes-Huber, % Veterinary Medical Data Bases, 1717 Philo Road, Urbana, IL 61803. Phone: 217-693-4800. Fox 217-693-4801. Sandy Novocin has been in contact with this person and is trying to get better cooperation among Optigen, the Irish Setter Genetic Registry and OFA. 
Seminar

The Health Committee and the ISCA Foundation seminar will be held on Wednesday evening, April 9th starting with a buffet supper at 6:30, followed by our speaker, Dr. Ronald Schultz. Dr. Schultz was one of the primary researchers in the development of the new vaccine protocols and is a world renowned pathobiologist. He is personable and patient, answering all sorts of questions and giving you accurate and practical information. Registration information was in the October Memo.

Epilepsy studies


A new epilepsy grant has been issued to Dr. Gary Johnson at the University of Missouri. Irish Setters will be one of the focus breeds and at this writing the Health Committee is evaluating the grant and will probably ask the ISCA Foundation for the funds to continue this project. The proposal is to study epilepsy in five focus breeds using DNA samples to determine the locations of the epilepsy mutations on the dog chromosomes. The results should be able to yield mutations which can be characterized using DNA tests. These tests will eventually be available to dog owners enabling breeders to avoid matings which produce puppies destined to develop epilepsy.
Osteosarcoma



We will shortly be able to announce a new study being undertaken by Dr. Jaime Modiano, Dr. Matthew Breen and his associates into the genetics of osteosarcoma. Research is also being done with our modest support at the Broad Institute at MIT. We finally seem to be locating studies which we can support with confidence. We have been biding our time until we find the right combination of researcher/institution/goals. This study will be led by Dr. Modiano, now at the University of Minnesota and Dr. Breen at the North Carolina University of Veterinary Medicine. They both work closely with AKC Canine Health Foundation, so we are assured of good reports in a timely manner. More about this once funding has been approved by the Health Committee and the ISCA Foundation. The ISCA Foundation has received a bequest specified to be used for research in osteosarcoma, coming at this fortuitous time.

HOD

It will not surprise you to know that a good study on this topic is harder to find than hen’s teeth. We MAY be on the track of a new project, using the blood samples stored at OFA/CHIC repository. It’s very important for those owners signed up for the blood draw at the National Health Clinic to be sure to designate blood for this repository. 

Raffle


Raffle tickets to benefit the ISCA Foundation through the Health Committee are ready to be mailed on January 1st. Our outstanding prizes this year are: a silver and turquoise bracelet cuff by Virginia Perry Gardiner; Damara Bolte’s bronze statue of the running setter (edition closed); Dawn Secord’s portrait of the ticket-winner’s dog.  Tickets are gold and black this year and sell for $1.00 each, or in books of $20 for $20.00. By from any ISCA Board, Health Committee or Foundation member or by mail from Connie Vanacore, 37 Roxiticus Rd. Mendham, NJ 07945. Enclose US funds only and self addressed stickers (if you have them.)

Health Committee members are: S.Gary Brown, DVM, Lynn Hayes, Linda Kalmar, DVM, Anne Marie Kubacz, Sandra Novocin, Barb Riegle, Dr. John Savory, Marilyn Title, Bob Robinson, Jan Ziech, Jay Zirkle, Connie Vanacore, Chair
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