
 

 

July 15, 2009 

 

To: All Pointing Breed Clubs Licensed to Hold Field Trials or Hunt Tests  

 

Subject: Revised Regulations Governing The Use of Tracking Devices  

 

A draft of the updated Regulations governing the use of tracking devices was e-mailed to all 

licensed Pointing Breed Clubs on April 22.  Comments were requested by June 5.  Many were 

received.  The Performance Events Department agreed with several of the ideas commonly 

expressed.  The draft Regulations were modified and presented to the AKC Board of Directors, 

which approved them on July 13.  The attached new Regulations go into effect August 1, 2009.   

 

There are some significant changes to the Regulations compared to those in effect over the past 

decade.  To highlight the major changes – 
 

● The 5-ounce rule has been eliminated.  Any tracking device approved by the AKC will be 

allowed if it is used as received from the manufacturer. 

●  The handler may carry the receiver with the permission of the judges provided it is turned off. 

● There is added emphasis forbidding the communication of information obtained through the 

use of a tracking device during the running of the brace.  This includes the use of cell phones. 

● Tracking devices may be worn during call backs, including a call back for retrieve. 

● Anyone accused of the misuse of a tracking device must be charged with misconduct.   

 

All AKC approved tracking devices and the Regulations governing their use can be found on the 

following website – www.akc.org/trackingdevices/ . 

 

Updating the Regulations to provide for the use of equipment and procedures that will improve 

the safety of our dogs, while minimizing opportunities for misuse and unfair gain, has proven to 

be a challenge.  Strong opinions were expressed from a variety of perspectives.  I thank those 

that have contributed their thoughts.   Please continue to provide your comments to our field 

representatives as the new Regulations are implemented.     

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Doug Ljungren 
 



 

Regulations Governing the Use of Tracking Devices at 

 AKC Pointing Dog Events 
 

The following Regulations become effective August 1, 2009.         

 

The use of tracking devices is solely for locating the dog once the dog is no longer under 

judgment.  Information obtained through the use of a tracking device must not be used to 

aid the handler, scout or judges.  If the host club allows tracking devices, the following 

regulations on their use will apply.   

 

1. AKC Approved – Only tracking devices approved by the AKC Performance Events 

Department will be permitted.  The collar and receiver must be used as received 

from the manufacturer.  No modifications may be made other than name tags may be 

added.  The collar surface against the dog’s neck shall be flat.  Approval will include 

both the collar and the receiver.   

 

2. Carrying Receivers – The scout may not carry a receiver.  The handler may carry a 

receiver with the permission of the Judges.  The receiver must be turned off while 

the dog is under judgment.   

 

3. Receivers in the Gallery Must Be Turned Off – No one in the gallery shall track the 

dogs while the dogs are under judgment. 

 

4. No “Outside” Communications - No one shall communicate in any manner with the 

handler, scout, judges or gallery any information obtained through the use of a tracking 

device while the dogs are under judgment.  This includes the use of cell phones. 

 

5. Receivers May Only Be Used Once the Dog is No Longer Under Judgment – 

Receivers shall only be activated once judgment has concluded.  If a dog is gone at 

time, the dog is still under judgment until the judges indicate otherwise.  

 

6. Dogs Lost From Previous Braces – If a dog is lost from a previous brace, the handler 

and scout may use their receivers during the next brace solely for the purpose of 

locating their dog.  Once the dog is located, they must immediately turn off their 

receivers.  They must not communicate any information they obtain through the use 

of their receivers concerning the dogs currently under judgment. 

 

7. Judges May Not Consider Information Obtained Through Tracking Devices – Judges 

are not to consider any information obtained through the use of a tracking device.  

No one shall use information from a tracking device to attempt to influence a judge 

or to discredit the judge’s decision.    



 

8.  The use of a tracking collar is an elective and it is the handler’s responsibility to 

furnish the device.  The running of a stake shall not be held up due to the lack of a 

tracking device.   

 

9. Two-Collar Rule – A dog may wear no more than two collars.  All collars shall be 

worn on the dog’s neck.  If the handler elects to use a tracking collar, it shall remain 

on the dog during the entire time the dog is under judgment.  If the handler removes 

the tracking collar, the dog shall be considered out of judgment.    

 

10. The use of tracking devices is at the discretion of the host club. For Field Trials, the 

premium list must state that tracking devices are not allowed, otherwise they will be 

allowed.  For Hunt Tests, the premium list must state they are allowed, otherwise 

they will not be allowed. 

 

11. Rescinding Use - Use of specific tracking devices may be rescinded at any time by 

the AKC Performance Events Department if the regulations pertaining to their use 

become overly difficult to enforce or in the case of repeated misuse.  

 

Note – Electronic flashing collars are not allowed in AKC Pointing Breed field events. 

  

 

Penalty for Misuse of Tracking Devices  

 

If an Event Committee determines a violation of these Regulations may have occurred, 

the accused (which includes anyone involved in the misuse of the tacking device 

including the act of communicating improperly obtained information) shall be charged 

with misconduct.  An Event Committee hearing must be held.  If the Event Committee 

determines through the hearing process that a violation did occur, the accused shall be 

immediately suspended from all forms of participation in AKC Pointing Breed field 

events.  The dog shall be disqualified from the stake.   


